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can interpret or in any sense understand such behaviour
on the part of animals is to interpret it in the light of our
own experience and behaviour in similar situations. In
short, we are compelled to regard the return home of the
animal as a train of activity sustained by an impulse or
desire and guided by intelligent recognition of various
landmarks previously perceived in their spatial relations
to the home.

The consideration of homing is especially instructive,
not only because it reveals clearly the inadequacy of all
attempts at mechanical explanation of the facts, but also
because it illustrates another fact of fundamental import-
ance, namely, the intimate co-operation and mutual
dependence of what we call instinct and intelligence,
respectively. By an intellectual process of abstraction
we distinguish instinct and intelligence as two functions
or faculties; and some authors, notably Professor
Bergson, go so far as to regard them as radically different
and in a sense opposed functions; alleging that, while
the insects have evolved along the line of increasing
specialisation of instinct, the mammals have evolved
along a very different line, namely, one of supersession of
instinct by intelligence. But this separation of instinct
and intelligence is effected by a misleading process of
abstraction. In reality, instinctive Action everywhere
displays that adaptability to special circumstances which
is the mark of intelligence; instinct is everywhere shot
through with intelligence, no matter how constantly, in
how routine a fashion, a particular mode of instinctive
behaviour may be repeated. Where the routine-specialised
behaviour suffices, there no special adaptation of the
inborn mode of action is made; but where the inborn
mode of action does not suffice for the attainment of the
natural goal of the instinct, there some adaptation, or
some effort at adaptation, is made. And intelligence,
on the other hand, works always in the service of some
conation, some tendency, some desire, or intention, rooted
in and springing from our instinctive constitution.

The foregoing discussion has been directed against
the attempt to discredit the theory of instinct by showing